
Virginia & Evan

How to Plan
your Elopement

a checklist & Guide



You Made It Here! 

We are so happy that you're beginning this wonderful journey. Throughout this process
we are here to help you out.  With 100 weddings between the both of us, we are
experienced in every detail of wedding planning. 
 
Eloping removes all the traditional rules that come to mind when you think about having
a big wedding. This should be a day where every decision is made by you two and have a
wedding that truly reflects who you are as a couple. 
 

NO PRESSURE. NO DRAMA. NO EXPECTATIONS. 

In this elopement guide, we go through FAQ's, and the steps to planning your unique
epic elopement. We also put together a checklist of all the things you'll need to cross
off before the big day. Happy planning! 
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What is an elopement?

We made up our own short definition to make it simple to explain. An elopement is
an intimate an authentic wedding experience where the celebration is solely focused

on your relationship. 

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average cost of an Elopement?

In Canada, the average cost of a big traditional wedding is $30,000. Usually with an
elopement, you can expect to cut that number in half.  If you try, you can make an

elopement just as expensive but it's quite uncommon. 

When do we start Planning?

We suggest planning at least a year in advance. Accommodations for exotic locations
can book up quickly. As photographers, we also get booked a year in advance. If you're

looking to elope somewhere closer to home, start the process 6 months in advance. 

What is the difference between

an elopement and an intimate

wedding?
There really isn't any difference. Typically, we refer to an intimate wedding as an

elopement with a small amount of guests. We think of it as all the same. Invite
whoever you want, and make it your own. 
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Planning your elopement

in 5 easy steps

Just a side note here. you don't need to complete these steps all in order. Feel free to
mix them up and take them at your own pace. Never forget that we will be there to

help at every step. 

Step 2:
Logistics

Step 3:
Booking

Step 4:
Finalize Details

Step 5:
GET MARRIED!

Step 1:
Brainstorming

Dream up your biggest ideas for your elopement
day. Come up with a location and general time

of year that works for you.

Start by researching the logistics to figure out
what will work. Start looking through

legalities, costs, vendors, etc. 

Once you choose your location, arrange your
transportation, book your accommodations

and other vendors.

The day where all your planning comes to life!
Let's do this thing. 

Purchase your wedding attire, plan any
activities you might want to do, and develop

your timeline for the day.
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Step 1:
Brainstorming

Tips & Tricks

Make a night of it!
Crack open a bottle of wine or pour a cup of coffee and get
comfortable. It's time to come up with your wildest elopement
dreams. Think about how you imagine your day from beginning to
end.

Let Your imagination Run Wild
In this section of planning, don't worry too much about the little
details. Just write down anything that comes to mind. Have fun
thinking of all the possibilities! 

Find Inspiration
Look for elopement inspiration on Pinterest, Instagram, travel books,
All Trails, and Google Earth Pro.

Your goal here is to come up with an overall vision for your day. Think about location,
season, and time of year. If you could go anywhere in the world where would you go?
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Step 1:
Brainstorming

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF WHILE BRAINSTORMING

WHAT IS YOUR INTENTION FOR YOUR DAY?
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

WHAT VIEWS DO YOU SEE WHEN YOU PICTURE ELOPING?

IS IT SPRING, SUMMER, FALL, OR WINTER?

HOW MUCH TIME DO YOU WANT TO SPEND ON YOUR TRIP?

WILL YOU INVITE FAMILY OR FRIENDS? WILL IT JUST BE YOU TWO?

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO WEAR?

DO YOU WANT TO DO ANY FUN ACTIVITIES?

WHAT WILL THE CEREMONY LOOK LIKE?

Do your loved ones play a role? Or do you want to plan on your own?

Are you in the mountains, at a waterfall, in a field, on a cliff, or the beach?

Do you prefer warm weather or cold weather? Do you want a winter
wonderland or a tropical paradise?

Can you take a lot of time off of work? Do you want to combine it with
your honeymoon?

Think about what makes you the most comfortable. This will also effect
accessibility and location options.

Do you have a dream dress or suit that you've been eyeing? Or are you more
casual? Think about layering and footwear as well depending on location.

Swimming? Hiking? Climbing? Stargazing?

Are there any traditions you want to include in your ceremony?
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Step 2:
Logistics

Tips & Tricks

DIG INTO DETAILS
This is where the research begins. Find as many details as possible and go as
deep as you can. Find out about any issues that may happen with seasonal
closures, accessibility, timing, or anything else that may affect your vision. Do
this step before solidifying any location.  

Settle on your top 5 location options before diving into research. We help you
with a lot with this step. Your goal here is to start making your dreams a reality.

Keep a Positive Mindset

ASK FOR HELP!

Sometimes researching can be frustrating but don't get discouraged. If a certain
location might not work out just keep looking! Sometimes you can find hidden
gems that were unexpected. The purpose of eloping is to be spontaneous and
flexible. 

If you want your family and friends to be involved, this is a perfect opportunity
for them to help you out. 
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Step 2:
LOGISTICS

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF WHILE RESEARCHING

DO YOU WANT OTHER PEOPLE TO BE THERE?1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

HOW ACCESSIBLE IS YOUR SITE? HOW WILL YOU GET THERE?

HOW DO YOU TO PREPARE FOR THE WEATHER?

HOW BUSY OR PRIVATE IS YOUR LOCATION?

DO YOU NEED A PERMIT TO HAVE PHOTOS OR A CEREMONY?

WHAT ACTIVITIES TO YOU WANT TO DO?

WHAT VENDORS DO YOU NEED?

WHAT ARE THE LOCAL MARRIAGE LAWS?

9 WHAT ACCOMMODATIONS ARE AVAILABLE?

10 HOW MUCH DO FLIGHTS COST? WHAT ARE GENERAL COSTS?
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Researching Marriage LAWS

MARRIAGE LAWS ARE DIFFERENT IN EVERY
COUNTRY, PROVINCE, & STATE

Doing all the legal paperwork in the location you elope can be quite
complicated. Especially if you're traveling to other countries where you aren't
a citizen.

 
We suggest doing all of the legal work at home first. It makes legalities much
less complicated and you may save yourself issues after your elopement. Most
of the couples we photograph choose that option. 
 
Though, if you really want to so the paperwork at your location, that's just
fine too. Depending on the location you choose, you might need an officiant
and a witness (fun fact: we've been witnesses before).  
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The number one thing to consider when choosing a spot is to find out if it's
legal and ethical to have a wedding ceremony in that spot. There are places
where there are rules against having any type of ceremony or places where it
wouldn't be appropriate. 
 
The majority of land whether public or private requires a permit to have a
wedding ceremony. You also may have to get a permit for photography. It's
safe to assume you need permission at any spot you may want to have your
ceremony. 
 
The Leave No Trace principles are something that we are quite serious about.
You'll want to make sure that we can leave a location looking exactly the
same as we found it. 

Researching Permits

& Regulations

CONSIDER THE "LEAVE NO TRACE"
PRINCIPALS, LEGALITIES, & ETHICS.
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The high seasons and low seasons are a big factor when choosing your final
location. It will affect the seclusion of your location as well as the pricing for
your accommodations, food, and car rental. 
 
If you are wanting to have your elopement in the off season to avoid crowds,
make sure you're not hitting a seasonal closure. Also consider the potential of
harsher weather on the shoulder of high season. 
 
One question we often get is "What do we do if the weather is bad?" In
choosing an outdoor elopement, there is some risk in the weather not doing
what you want. You can always choose a backup location, or wait a day 
 longer if that's an option. At the end of the day marrying each other is the
most important.   
 
 

Researching Weather

& Seasons

IN MOST LOCATIONS THERE ARE 
HIGH SEASONS & LOW SEASONS
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Researching activities

& Celebrations!

Give a thought to what kind of food you want to eat on your wedding day. Is
there at restaurant you can go to? If you're hiking, can you take a picnic along
with you? 
 
Maybe you want to plan your elopement around an activity you love. like
hiking, snowboarding, or diving. Or something more relaxing like soaking in
a hot spring, or stargazing. Think about how these things can fit into your
day. 
 
Music is also important for many people. Bring a tiny speaker with you if you
want to play music during your ceremony. If you're in a more public setting,
make sure you're allowed to play amplified music in that location.

DIGGING INTO FOOD, MUSIC, AND
FUN ACTIVITIES
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Step 3:
Booking

Now that you have wrapped up your research and found out what is the most
important for you, you can make final decisions and start the booking process.
The goal in this step is to get the most important aspects of the day in place. 

What to DECIDE First & What to Book First

DECIDE ON YOUR DATE
Is there a special date that means something to you? Does the date line up with
the seasons of your dream location? Does it line up with vendor schedules? Are
there holiday's or special events happening at your location? 

DECIDE ON YOUR SPOT
Pick the general area where you want to have your ceremony at. That way you are
able to book your accommodations and transportation. You are free to be
spontaneous when choosing your actual spot.

BOOK ACCOMMODATIONS
Pick the general area where you want to have your ceremony at. That way you are
able to book your accommodations and transportation. You are free to be
spontaneous when choosing your actual spot.

BOOK TRANSPORTATION
Pick the general area where you want to have your ceremony at. That way you are
able to book your accommodations and transportation. You are free to be
spontaneous when choosing your actual spot.
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Step 3:
Booking

SHOULD YOU TELL YOUR FAMILY?

Telling your family beforehand is up to you. You can keep it a surprise or have them
involved in the planning like mentioned earlier. 
 
If you're planning to keep it a surprise, you can have a big party with everyone when
you get back. This is a great way to celebrate with everyone after you elope. If you
want to involve them, take them dress shopping or suit shopping. Tell them all about
the location you're planning to elope at. Have an engagement party or even have
them travel with you to your location. 
 
Always remember that this day is about the two of you and all of these decisions are
yours to make. You will know the best way to tell each person about your elopement.
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Step 4:
Finalize Details

You're almost there! Your goal here is to check each of the boxes on this list. By
this time you should have all of your biggest decisions solidified. Now you can

start finializing all of the little details.

CHECKLIST FOR Attire & Accessories

 DRESS/SUIT
If you're wanting to go to a bridal shop to purchase your dress, you'll want to
start shopping 6-12 months before your day. You can also purchase your dress
online if you're wanting it a bit quicker. 

 SHOES
Make sure you wear comfortable shoes, We can't stress this point enough. You
may want to purchase a good pair of hiking boots if you don't already have some, 

 LAYERS
If you're eloping somewhere that's cold or windy, you'll want to get some layers to
wear underneath your outfits. Get something fun to wear over top too!

JEWLERY & ACCESSORIES
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Step 4:
Finalize Details

CHECKLIST FOR VENDORS

 PHOTOGRAPHER
If you haven't done this already make sure you find someone you personally
connect with and experienced with elopements. 

 HAIR & MAKEUP
Are you doing it yourself or hiring someone? Bring touch up tools with you! 

 FLOWERS
Is a bouquet something you'd like? Can you get one close to your location or do
you need a pick one up in a bigger city?

 OFFICIANT
If you want to get legally married in your elopement spot, you may need to hire
an officiant. Make sure they'll be able to make it to your spot. 

 MUSIC
Bring your speaker with you or hire musicians.

 FOOD/RESTAURANT RESERVATION
Know what food you're going to bring along with you or make reservations at a
restaurant you've been dreaming of. 
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Step 4:
Finalize Details

CHECKLIST FOR ACTIVITIES

 HIKING
You'll need to pack some extra supplies if you're hiking to your location. Find a
good hiking backpack that fits well. Go to your favorite outdoor store and ask for
help. Make sure you have plenty of room on your bag for layers, hand warmers,
headlamps, sunscreen, bugspray, rain gear, and plenty of food and water. 

 OTHER FUN ACTIVITIES
Book activities and put together any extra gear you may need for it. You can try a
helicopter ride, stargazing, hot air ballooning, sky diving, or even scuba diving.
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Step 4:
Finalize Details

CHECKLIST FOR CEREMONY & TIMELINE

 FINALIZE YOUR CEREMONY
Write you vows, purchase wedding bands, and bring any special objects you may
be using. Finalize any cultural elements or special readings you're including.

CREATE GENERAL TIMELINE
Make sure you give plenty of time to relax with no rushing around. You don't
want to be stressed on your wedding day. Leave time for spontaneity. Those
surprising moments are often the best. 
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Step 4:
Finalize Details

CHECKLIST FOR THE WEEK BEFORE

PACK YOUR SUITCASE
Make sure you pack in advance, You don't want to be scrambling the night
before. 

 FINALIZE YOUR TIMELINE
Review and finalize your elopement day timeline with your vendors. Tie up any
loose ends with payment.

 CHECK WEATHER
We know the weather can change in a minute but be sure to check up on what
the weather is doing at your location. You can adjust if you need to! 

 SIGN ANY LEGAL PAPERS AT HOME
To avoid having to worry about legalities after your wedding, wrap up all of your
legal paperwork at home before your elopement day. 

 WHEN YOU ARRIVE
Take time to rest and enjoy yourself. If you travel far, take time to adjust to the
new timezone. Eat good food, have a nap or two, or read a good book. 

 THE DAY BEFORE
Relax and enjoy the day! Get lots of sleep and eat well.
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Step 5:
GET MARRIED!

THE DAY IS FINALLY HERE!

HERE IS SOME ADVICE ON MAKING
THE MOST OF YOUR DAY

Don't be afraid to cry and let you emotions out. 

Soak in every moment and enjoy your elopement day together.

Everything will work out. Don't worry about your timeline. 

Don't stress about how you look. You look amazing.  

Be present.

Relive the experience over and over through your photos. 

Print your photos, hang them up, and be reminded of the your elopement.
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THERE IS NO BETTER FEELING!

WE HOPE THIS ELOPEMENT GUIDE SHEDS
LIGHT ON PLANNING YOU DREAM DAY. 

When you need help along the way, don't hesitate to shoot us an e-mail. 

Virginia & Evan - Adventure Elopement &
Intimate Wedding Photographers

virginiaandevan.com
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